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also a step forward in the direction of educa-
tional decentralisation so much needed, a step
in keeping with the new spirit of the teachers.
Of these men now no one can question the
moral superiority. In his book, Le malaise de
la d&mocratie, so severe against contemporary
France, M. Gaston Deschamps says: "Recent
statistics place the teaching body in the first
rank of public morality." * The same thing
might be said of their open-mindedness. They
seem ultra modernists to the conservatives, and
conservatives to the ultra radicals; but the truth
is that they are live, progressive men who, as a
whole, would do great credit to any professional
class in the country.

One striking change in the situation is the
greater freedom of the educator. He is no
longer an adjunct of the priest, though now by
an unfortunate, yet natural, reaction he has be-
come too often his antagonist. Under the Em-
pire the priest represented the greatest directing
force in the lives of individuals; now, it is the
teacher. It is to be deprecated that both stand
for different ideals which in their own eyes are
mutually exclusive. In the conflict, the teachers
are no longer isolated among themselves. To
the united front of the clergy they oppose the
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